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	MINIMUM WAGE/OVERTIME/FMLA


McCain Voted Against Raising Minimum Wage for Working Families. McCain voted against several minimum wage increases for working families. [H.R. 2, Vote #23, 1/24/08; Vote #24, 1/24/08; Vote #25, 1/25/08; Vote #, 37, 1/31/08; Vote #39, 1/31/08; Vote #42, 1/31/08; S. 2766, Vote #179, 6/21/06; S. 256, Vote #26, 3/7/05]

McCain Voted to Abolish the Minimum Wage. McCain joined 28 senators in voting to allow “states the rights and flexibility to determine minimum wage” during the 2007 minimum wage fight. This amendment would have completely repealed the minimum wage laws in at least 45 states. [S.Amdt. 116 to S.Amdt. 100 to H.R. 2, Vote #24, 1/24/07]

McCain Voted Against Protecting Workers’ Overtime Rights. Senator McCain voted against an amendment that guaranteed workers’ overtime rights by repealing any portion of the new rules that weakened overtime protection for workers. In April 2004, the Bush administration issued final overtime eligibility regulations that threatened the overtime rights of 6 million workers. The amendment passed May 4, 2004. [S 1637, Vote #79, 5/4/04]

McCain Voted Against Protecting Workers’ Vacation & Severance Pay from Bankruptcy. McCain voted against an amendment that would have protected workers from losing vacation and severance pay when their employers declare bankruptcy. The credit card industry and the banking community joined the Bush administration in pushing a bankruptcy bill (S. 256) that made it more difficult for working families to secure bankruptcy protection from the courts. The amendment failed on March 9, 2005. [S 256, Vote #32, 3/9/05]

McCain Voted to Disqualify Millions of Workers from Overtime & Equal Pay Protections. McCain supported an amendment that would have disqualified as many as 10 million workers at firms with less than $1 million in annual revenues from the minimum wage, overtime pay and equal pay protections under the Fair Labor Standards Act. The amendment failed to get the 60 votes needed under a procedural agreement March 7, 2005. [S.Amdt. 128 to S. 256, Vote #27, 3/7/05]
McCain Voted to Abolish Federal Minimum Wage. McCain voted for an amendment that allowed states the right to determine the minimum wage thereby abolishing a federal minimum wage protection. [S.Amdt. 116 to S.Amdt. 100 to H.R. 2, Vote # 24, 1/24/07]

McCain Voted Against Protecting Overtime Pay for Millions of Workers. McCain opposed an amendment that guaranteed workers’ overtime pay eligibility by prohibiting the U.S. Department of Labor from using funds to promulgate or implement any regulation that would take away overtime protection from workers who currently qualify. The amendment passed on September 10, 2003. [S.Amdt. 1580 to H.R. 2660, Vote #334, 9/10/03]
McCain Voted to Gut the Family and Medical Leave Act. In 1993, before finally voting for the Family and Medical Leave Act, McCain voted to jeopardize leave for millions of workers by gutting the bill. He voted to suspend the Family and Medical Leave Act unless the federal government certified that compliance would not increase business expenses or provide financial assistance to businesses to cover any related costs. [S.Amdt. 16, S. 5, Vote #7, 2/4/93; H.R. 1, Vote #11, 2/4/93]

	HEALTH CARE


McCain Opposed Reauthorizing SCHIP and Providing Insurance For Millions of Uninsured Children. McCain voted against reauthorizing the State Children's Health Insurance Program for five years, expanding the program by $35.2 billion. [Vote #307, 8/2/07]

McCain Tax Plan Offers $2 Billion in Tax Cuts to Top Ten Health Insurance Companies. In addition to the $4 billion offered to oil companies, McCain would give the top ten health insurance companies $2 billion in tax cuts. ["The McCain Plan to Cut Health Insurance Company Taxes by $2 Billion," Center for American Progress Action Fund, 4/9/08]
McCain Supports Shifting Health Care Costs and Risks to Workers.  McCain voted for health savings accounts that would help the wealthy and healthy while driving up health care costs for working families. He has made health savings accounts a central part of his 2008 health care proposal. [S. 1028, Vote #72, 4/18/96; McCain speech to Des Moines Rotary, 10/11/07]

McCain Will Tax Health Insurance Premiums for Working Families. McCain wants to shift the burden from employers to workers. He will make health care premiums part of taxable income, essentially creating a new tax for working families. [Health 08.org (Kaiser Family Foundation) Presidential Candidate Forum:  John McCain, 10/31/07]

McCain Plan Does Not Reduce the Number of Uninsured. McCain does not focus on “reducing the ranks of the uninsured,” of which there are about 47 million, or one in seven Americans. [Wall Street Journal, 10/11/2007]

McCain Skipped Vote on Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. McCain missed a vote on the Ledbetter Fair Pay Act that would have made it easier for workers, especially women, to pursue discrimination claims. [H.R. 2831, Vote #110, 4/23/08]
	OUTSOURCING


McCain Voted to Export American Jobs. Senator McCain voted against an amendment that prohibited the overseas outsourcing of government contracts. [S. 1637, Vote #32, 3/4/04]

McCain Supported the Privatization of Federal Jobs. Senator McCain voted to support President Bush’s efforts to privatize federal jobs. An amendment was offered to the fiscal year 2007 defense appropriations bill to block the privatization effort. The amendment failed September 6, 2006. [H.R. 5631, Vote #234, 9/6/06]
McCain Supported Contracting Out Federal Jobs. McCain voted against an amendment that prohibited the Department of Homeland Security’s Citizenship and Immigration Services from contracting out work. The amendment passed September 8, 2004. [H.R. 4567, Vote# 168, 9/8/04]

McCain Thinks NAFTA Was a “Good Idea”. McCain voted for NAFTA and said, “I know NAFTA was a good idea.” He has repeatedly voted for unfair trade deals and supported tax breaks for companies that ship jobs overseas. He also voted to weaken and waive Buy American laws that keep jobs here at home. [Des Moines Register and www.BigThink.com interview, 11/07; H.R. 3450, Vote 395, 11/20/93; H.R. 4444, Vote 251, 9/19/00; S. 1637, Vote 83, 5/5/04; S. 2400, Vote 135, 6/22/04; S. 1050, Vote 191, 5/21/03]

	RETIREMENT SECURITY


1998: McCain Voted for Risky Private Investments. In 1998, McCain voted twice to replace Social Security’s guaranteed benefits with risky private investments. [S.C.R. 86, Vote 56, 4/1/98; S.C.R. 86, Vote 77, 4/1/98]

2000: McCain Made Privatizing Social Security a Centerpiece of His Presidential Campaign. During his 2000 presidential bid, a plan to divert a portion of Social Security payroll taxes to fund private accounts was a centerpiece of McCain’s campaign. [Wall Street Journal, 3/3/08]
2006-2007: McCain Voted for Bush’s Plan to Privatize Social Security. In 2006 and 2007, McCain supported a proposal to use then-existing Social Security surpluses to create risky private accounts. [S.C.R. 83, Vote 68, 3/16/06; S.Amdt.489 to S.C.R. 21, Vote 89, 3/22/07]
2008: McCain Again Makes Privatizing Social Security a Top Priority of His Campaign. In March, McCain made clear that if he is elected president he intends to bring back the Bush privatization plan that turns Social Security into a gamble rather than a guarantee: “I’m totally in favor of personal savings accounts…along the lines that President Bush proposed.” [Wall Street Journal, 3/3/08]
McCain Might Raise the Retirement Age and Reduce Cost-of-Living Adjustments. This year, McCain’s chief economic aide said he had not ruled out raising the retirement age even further to 68 and reducing cost-of-living adjustments. “You can’t keep promises made to retirees,” said aide Douglas Holtz-Eakin, referring to future benefits. [Wall Street Journal, 3/3/08]
Put Medicare Benefits at Risk.  McCain voted to cut billions from Medicare funding, raise the eligibility age to 67 and increase premiums. In 2007, he missed a critical vote to allow Medicare to negotiate lower prescription drug prices for seniors. [S. 1932, Vote 363, 12/21/05; Congressional Quarterly, 12/26/05; S. 1932, Vote #287, 11/3/05; S. 3, Vote #132, 4/18/07; New York Times, 4/19/07]
	WORKERS’ RIGHTS


John McCain is “Strongly Opposed” to the Employee Free Choice Act. McCain said he is strongly opposed to this important effort to level the playing field for workers trying to form unions. [Congressional Record, page S8389, 6/26/07]

McCain Voted Against the Employee Free Choice Act but For Rolling Back Our Rights With a Right-to-Work for Less Law. McCain voted against the Employee Free Choice Act, which would help save the middle class. But he voted for a National Right-to-Work for Less law that would attempt to eliminate unions altogether. [H.R. 800, Vote 227, 6/26/07; S. 1788 Vote 188, 7/10/96]

And Has Repeatedly Blocked Workers’ Bargaining Rights. McCain voted against allowing public sector workers like first responders and aviation employees the right to bargain and voted to let employers replace workers who are on strike. [H.R. 3061, Vote #323, 11/6/01; S. 4, Vote #64, 3/7/07; H.R. 3539, Vote #304, 10/3/96; S. 55,Vote #189, 7/13/94]

	WORKER SAFETY


McCain Voted Against Field Sanitation Standards for Farm Workers. McCain voted against a 1985 measure requiring farms with 10 or more workers to provide drinking water, hand washing and toilet facilities for agriculture field workers. [H.R. 2100, Vote #346, 10/8/85]

McCain Voted Against Stronger Criminal Penalties for Employers That Violate Health and Safety Standards. McCain voted against stronger criminal penalties for employers when willful health and safety violations lead to a worker’s injury or death. [S.Amdt. 3032 to S. 3209, Vote #282, 10/18/90]
McCain Voted Against Protecting Occupational Safety and Health and Mine Safety Standards. McCain voted to allow application of cost-benefit analysis and risk assessment requirements to occupational safety and health and mine safety and health regulations. [S.Amdt. 1543 to S.Amdt. 1487 to S. 343, Vote #307, 7/14/95]

McCain Opposed a Democratic Filibuster on Anti-Worker Safety Standards Legislation. McCain voted to end a Democratic filibuster against legislation allowing special interest groups to sit on peer-review panels that assess proposed safeguards and making it more difficult to issue workplace safety and environmental safeguards. [S. 343, Vote #315, 7/20/95]
McCain Voted Against Early Detection and Prevention of Occupational Diseases. McCain supported a filibuster against establishing a federal health program to identify and notify workers at high risk of developing occupational diseases and to counsel them on appropriate medical surveillance procedures. [S. 79, Vote #79, 3/29/88]

McCain Voted Against Issuing Workplace Ergonomics Standards. McCain voted to prevent OSHA from issuing or enforcing ergonomics standards. [H.R. 4577, S.Amdt. 3593, Vote #143, 6/22/00]
McCain Voted to Strike Down Ergonomic Standards and Limit Future OSHA Standards. McCain voted to overturn the OSHA ergonomic standards issued in 2000 to prevent repetitive strain injuries and to prevent OSHA from issuing similar standards without congressional approval. [S.J.Res. 6, Vote #15, 3/6/01]

McCain Voted Against Allowing Victims of Toxic Waste to Sue Perpetrators in Federal Court. McCain voted against a measure allowing victims of toxic waste and health hazards to file suit in federal court against the people responsible for dumping toxic waste. [H.R. 2817, Vote #445, 12/10/85]
McCain Voted Against Compensating Workers Injured by Defective Products. McCain supported limiting compensation for workers with injuries resulting from defects in the products with which they work. Injured workers would be precluded from settling with manufacturers without the consent of the employer. [S. 687, Vote #170, 6/29/94]
